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Agenda 
  

 

 

1.   Confirmation of Minutes 

2.   Statement of Ethical Obligations and Disclosures of Interest 

3.   Grants - Economic Grants 

 



 

 

 
 

Disclaimer, Terms and Guidelines for 
Speakers at Council Committees 
As part of the democratic process, the City invites members of the community to speak directly to Councillors 
during Committee meetings about items on the agenda.  

Webcast  

In accordance with the City of Sydney Code of Meeting Practice, Committee meetings are recorded and 
webcast live on the City of Sydney website at https://webcast.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/  

Members of the public attending a council or committee meeting may have their image, voice and personal 
information (including name and address) recorded, publicly broadcast and archived for the balance of the 
council’s term or at least 12 months after the meeting, whichever is the longer period. 

Consent  

By attending a council or committee, members of the public consent to this use of their image, voice and 
personal information.  

Disclaimer 

Statements made by individuals at a council or committee meeting, and which may be contained in a live stream 
or recording of the meeting are those of the individuals making them, and not of the City. To be clear, unless set 
out in a resolution of council, the City does not endorse or support such statements. 

The City does not accept any liability for statements made or actions taken by individuals during a council or 
committee meeting that may be contrary to law, including discriminatory, defamatory or offensive comments. 
Such statements or actions are not protected by privilege and may be the subject of legal proceedings and 
potential liability, for which the City takes no responsibility. 

Guidelines 

To enable the Committee to hear a wide range of views and concerns within the limited time available, we 
encourage people interested in speaking at Committee to: 

1. Register to speak by calling Secretariat on 9265 9702 or emailing secretariat@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
before 10:00am on the day of the meeting. 
 

2. Check the recommendation in the Committee report before speaking, as it may address your concerns 
so that you just need to indicate your support for the recommendation. 

 
3. Note that there is a 3 minute time limit for each speaker (with a warning bell at 2 minutes) and prepare 

your presentation to cover your major points within that time. 
 

4. Avoid repeating what previous speakers have said and focus on issues and information that the 
Committee may not already know. 

 
5. If there is a large number of people interested in the same item as you, try to nominate 3 representatives 

to speak on your behalf and to indicate how many people they are representing. 

Committee meetings can continue until very late, particularly when there is a long agenda and a large number of 
speakers. This impacts on speakers who have to wait until very late, as well as City staff and Councillors who 
are required to remain focused and alert until very late. At the start of each Committee meeting, the Committee 
Chair may reorder agenda items so that those items with speakers can be dealt with first. 

Committee reports are available at https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/ 

https://webcast.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:secretariat@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
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Confirmation of Minutes 

Minutes of the following meetings of the Innovation, Business and Economy Committee are 
submitted for confirmation: 

Meeting of 8 December 2025 
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Statement of Ethical Obligations 

In accordance with section 233A of the Local Government Act 1993, the Lord Mayor and 

Councillors are bound by the Oath or Affirmation of Office made at the start of the Council 

term to undertake their civic duties in the best interests of the people of the City of Sydney 

and the City of Sydney Council and to faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, 

powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or 

any other Act, to the best of their ability and judgement. 

Disclosures of Interest 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the City of Sydney Code of 
Meeting Practice and the City of Sydney Code of Conduct, Councillors are required to 
disclose and manage both pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the 
agenda for this meeting. 

In both cases, the nature of the interest must be disclosed. 

This includes receipt of reportable political donations over the previous four years. 
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Grants - Economic Grants 

File No: S117676 

Summary 

The City of Sydney's Grant programs support initiatives and projects that build the social, 
cultural, environmental and economic life of the city. 

On 28 April 2026, Council resolved to adopt a revised Grants Policy and Grants Guidelines 
to take effect in financial 2026/27. Applications recommended in this report will be funded 
through the 2026/27 grants budget; however, the applicants applied and were assessed in 
accordance with the current Grants and Sponsorship Policy and Guidelines.   

Under the current Policy and Guidelines, the annual grant programs have 2 main rounds: 
Summer and Winter, with a small number of other programs open for the entire year. The 
2026/27 Summer round was open from 3 February 2026 to 3 March 2026. This report covers 
the following funding programs held during the Summer round: 

• Business sector support grant program 

• Haymarket activation grant program 

In addition, the Major grants program, which is open all year, had 4 applicants eligible to 
apply under the economic pillar. 

For the Business sector support grant program, 24 eligible applications were received. This 
report recommends a total of 10 grants for a total value of $227,500 in cash for payment in 
the 2026/27 financial year. 

For the Haymarket activation grant program,4 eligible applications were received. This report 
recommends one grant for a total value of $200,000 in cash for payment in the 2026/27 
financial year. 

For Major grants program, 4 eligible applications were received under the economic pillar. 
This report recommends 4 grants for a total value of $200,000 in cash and $90,507 in value-
in-kind in the 2026/27 financial year. 

All grant recipients will be required to sign a contract, meet specific performance outcomes 
and acquit their grant. All figures in this report exclude GST. 
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Recommendation 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve the cash recommendations for the Business Sector Support Grant 
Program as shown at Attachment A to the subject report; 

(B) Council note the applicants who were not recommended in obtaining a cash grant or 
value-in-kind for the Business Sector Support Grant Program as shown at Attachment 
B to the subject report; 

(C) Council approve the cash recommendations for the Haymarket Activation Grant 
Program as shown at Attachment C to the subject report; 

(D) Council note the applicants who were not recommended in obtaining a cash grant or 
value-in-kind for the Haymarket Activation Grant Program as shown at Attachment D 
to the subject report; 

(E) Council approve the cash and value-in-kind recommendation for the Major Grants 
Program as shown at Attachment E to the subject report; 

(F) Council note that all grant amounts are exclusive of GST; 

(G) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate, execute and 
administer agreements with any organisation approved for a grant or sponsorship 
under terms consistent with this resolution and the Grants and Sponsorship Policy; 
and 

(H) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to correct minor errors to the 
matters set out in this report, noting that the identity of the recipient will not change, 
and a CEO Update will be provided. 
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Attachments 

Attachment A. Recommended for Funding - Business Sector Support Grant Program - 
Summer Round 2026/27 

Attachment B. Not Recommended for Funding - Business Sector Support Grant 
Program - Summer Round 2026/27 

Attachment C. Recommended for Funding - Haymarket Activation Grant Program - 
Summer Round 2026/27 

Attachment D. Not Recommended for Funding - Haymarket Activation Grant Program - 
Summer Round 2026/27 

Attachment E. Recommended for Funding - Major Grants - Economic - 2026/27 

Attachment F. Data Report on Outcomes of Funding - Business Sector Support Grant 
Program - Summer Round 2026/27  
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Background 

1. On 3 February 2026, the City announced the grants program as being open for 
applications, with a closing date of 3 March 2026. This was for a period of 4 weeks. 

2. The funding programs with key outcomes for the economic pillar were: 

(a) Business sector support grant program 

(b) Haymarket activation grant program 

3. In addition, 4 applications with outcomes for the economic pillar were received for the 
Major grants program. 

4. The Business sector support grant program received 24 eligible applications and is 
open to eligible not-for-profit organisations, incorporated associations and business 
advocacy organisations.  

5. The Haymarket activation grant program received 4 eligible applications and is open to 
eligible not-for-profit organisations, incorporated associations, corporations, co-
operatives and trustees of a trust.  

6. Out of a total of 4 eligible applications, 2 applications were received from for-profit 
organisations through the Haymarket activation grant program. Neither are 
recommended for funding. 

7. The Major grants program is limited to applicants who have a significant and long-term 
outcomes for a strategic pillar. The program is open to eligible not-for-profit 
organisations, incorporated associations, corporations, co-operatives, partnerships, 
trustees of a trust, Government cultural institutions and Government entities. 

8. Out of a total of 4 eligible applications, one application from a for-profit organisation 
was received under the economic pillar of the Major grants program and the following 
for-profit organisation is recommended in this report: 

(i) USM EVENTS PTY LTD 

Grants assessment process  

9. The City's Grant programs are highly competitive. Applications that are not 
recommended have either not scored as highly against the assessment criteria as the 
recommended applications or have incomplete or insufficient information. The City's 
Grants team provides feedback to unsuccessful applicants. 

10. The assessment process includes advice and recommendations from a suitably 
qualified assessment panel. The applications are scored against defined assessment 
criteria for each grant program as well as the integrity of the proposed budget, project 
plan, partnerships, contributions and connection to the local community and industry 
sectors.  
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11. For the Business sector support and Haymarket activation grant programs, the 
published assessment criteria was: 

• evidence of the need for the project  

• demonstrated connection, benefit to, and engagement with, the local diverse 
community in the planning and delivery of the project  

• your capacity and experience to deliver the project  

• how the project delivers against the funding priorities. 

12. Applications submitted to the Major grants program are assessed on their own merit 
against the published criteria. They are assessed against all criteria listed above in 
addition to: 

• evidence of the need for the project 

• demonstrated connection, benefit to, and engagement with, the local diverse 
community in the planning and delivery of the project  

• demonstration of sustainable practices and minimising environmental impact and 
implementation of resource recovery approaches  

• capacity and experience of the applicant to deliver quality projects of this size, 
impact and reach  

• how the project delivers against the funding priorities  

• demonstration of value for money, financial capacity and ongoing viability of the 
project  

• evidence of partnerships with local community organisations and networks  

• for event-based projects: evidence of track record, organisational viability and 
market demand to support future events, large scale audience or market reach 
and national or international brand awareness.  

13. The assessment meeting for the Business sector support grant program was held on 
21 April 2026. All applications were assessed against the published assessment 
criteria. The assessment panel consisted of City staff from City Life and across the 
organisation with input from the First Nations Leadership team. 

14. The assessment meeting for the Haymarket activation grant program was held on 22 
April 2026. All applications were assessed against the published assessment criteria. 
The assessment panel consisted of City staff from City Life and across the 
organisation. 

15. The assessment meeting for the economic pillar of the Major grants program was held 
on 6 May 2026. The application was assessed against the published assessment 
criteria. The assessment panel consisted of City staff from City Life and across the 
organisation. 

5



Innovation, Business and Economy Committee 22 June 2026 
 

16. It is expected that all successful applicants will work cooperatively with relevant City 
staff throughout the project for which they have received funding. 

17. All grants are recommended on the condition that any required approvals, permits and 
development consents are obtained by the applicant. 

18. Attached to this report are high level summaries on the outcomes of the funding if the 
recommendations are approved for the Business sector support program. This 
provides insight into what the applicants have identified they hope to achieve if they 
receive the City’s funding. 

 

Program budgets 

19. The 2026/27 grants budget is due to be formally adopted by Council on 29 June 2026, 
this meeting cycle. The budget detailed within this report reflects the City of Sydney’s 
long term financial plan as previously endorsed by Council.  

 

Business sector support 

20. The applications recommended for the Business sector support grant program are 
outlined in Attachment A to this report. 

21. The Business sector support grant program budget is set out below: 

 

Total budget for 2026/27 $850,000 

Less: Total cash committed to previously approved 
applications 

$389,555 

Total remaining cash available 2026/27 $460,445 

Number of eligible applications received in Summer Round 
2026/27 

24 

Number of grants recommended in Summer Round 
2026/27 

10 

Cash recommended in Summer 2026/27 $227,500 

Cash remaining in 2026/27 $232,945 
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2026/27 Cash VIK 

Total requested $940,517 $22,999 

Total recommended $227,500 $0 

2027/28 Cash VIK 

Total requested $298,699 $18,054 

Total recommended $52,500 $0 

2028/29 Cash VIK 

Total requested $250,725 $18,054 

Total recommended $30,000 $0 

Haymarket activation 

22. 2026/27 represents the final year of available funding under the Haymarket activation 
grant program. 

23. The application recommended for the Haymarket activation grant program is outlined 
in Attachment C to this report. 

24. The Haymarket activation grant program budget is set out below: 

 

Total budget for 2026/27 $200,000 

Less: Total cash committed to previously approved 
applications 

$0 

Total remaining cash available 2026/27 $200,000 

Number of eligible applications received in Summer Round 
2026/27 

4 
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Number of grants recommended in Summer Round 
2026/27 

1 

Cash recommended in Summer 2026/27 $200,000 

Cash remaining in 2026/27 $0 

 

2026/27 Cash VIK 

Total requested $800,000 $19,695 

Total recommended $200,000 $0 

Key Implications 

Strategic Alignment - Sustainable Sydney 2030-2050 Continuing the Vision 

25. Sustainable Sydney 2030-2050 Continuing the Vision renews the communities’ vision 
for the sustainable development of the city to 2050. It includes 10 strategic directions 
to guide the future of the city, as well as 10 targets against which to measure progress. 
This grant is aligned with the following strategic directions and objectives: 

(a) Direction 6 - An equitable and inclusive city - the recommended grant projects in 
this report contribute to community development and support active participation 
in civic life. They empower the community to address issues that matter to them 
and drive projects to create a more inclusive and resilient city.  

(b) Direction 8 - A thriving cultural life - the recommended grant projects in this 
report contribute to supporting artistic and creative endeavours in our city, 
helping foster initiative, experimentation and enterprise by creative workers and 
providing new opportunities for audiences to engage in the city’s cultural life. 

(c) Direction 9 - A transformed and innovative economy - the recommended grant 
projects in this report contribute to helping stimulate business and promote 
economic activity. They encourage partnerships with other organisations on 
business development and assist groups of businesses to work together for the 
collective benefit.  

Organisational Impact 

26. The management of grants contracts will involve key staff across the City of Sydney. 
Identified staff set contract conditions and performance measures for each approved 
project, and review project acquittals, which include both narrative and financial 
reports.  
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Risks 

27. This recommendation is within the City's risk appetite, which states: 

(a) We make decisions that align with our corporate objectives, policies and 
strategies and are committed to conducting our activities in full compliance with 
applicable laws, regulations and relevant industry standards. 

(b) We foster a culture of ethics, integrity and responsible behaviour across our 
organisation. By creating a strong ethical foundation, we aim to minimise the 
likelihood of reputation-damaging incidents and enhance our ability to respond 
effectively when challenges arise. 

(c) The City has a responsibility to ensure that it has sufficient resources in the 
short, medium and long term to provide the levels of service that are both 
affordable and considered appropriate by the community. 

Social / Cultural / Community / Economic / Environmental 

28. The City's Grants and Sponsorship Program provides the City with a platform to 
support cultural, economic, environmental and social initiatives from the communities 
and business, within the local area. 

Financial Implications 

29. There are sufficient funds allocated in the 2026/27 grants budget, included in the City’s 
draft operating budget for 2026/27 (recommended for adoption in this meeting cycle) to 
support the recommended grants. 

Relevant Legislation 

30. Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that a council may, in 

accordance with a resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant 

financial assistance to persons for the purpose of exercising its functions and section 

377(1A) permits the delegation of the granting of financial assistance in certain 

circumstances. 

31. Sections 356(3)(a) to (d) with respect to providing grant funding to for profit 
organisations, and sections 377(1A)(a) to (d) with respect to delegating the granting of 
financial assistance, are satisfied because: 

(a) The funding is part of the following programs: 

(i) Business sector support grant program 

(ii) Haymarket activation grant program 

(iii) Major grants program. 

(b) The details of the program were included in the Council's adopted operational 
plan for financial year 2026/27. 
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(c) Each program's proposed budget does not exceed 5% of Council's proposed 
income from ordinary rates for financial year 2026/27. 

(d) These programs apply to a significant group of persons within the local 
government area. 

Critical Dates / Time Frames 

32. The 2026/27 funding period for the funding programs is for activities taking place 12 
months from the project start date. In this report there are also recommendations of 
funding for future financial years to support activities for multi-year projects. Contracts 
will be developed for all successful applications after Council approval to ensure their 
funding is released in time for projects starting.  

Public Consultation 

33. On 5 February 2026, the City's grants team delivered a free online information session 
which attracted 99 attendees and where potential applicants were notified about the 
grants available in the 2026/27 Summer Round and how to apply. In addition an in-
person session for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community was held in 
Redfern on 6 February 2026, at which a total of 10 individuals attended. 

 
EMMA RIGNEY 

Executive Director City Life 

Sam Wild, Manager Grants 
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Recommended for Funding 

Business Sector Support Grant Program 

Summer Round 2026/27   
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Business Sector Support Grant Program – Summer Round 2026/27 
Recommended for Funding  

Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project Description 

Cash 
Requested VIK 

Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

2026/27 

VIK 
Recommended 

2026/27 

Cash 
Recommended 

2027/28 

VIK 
Recommended 

2027/28 

Cash 
Recommended 

2028/29 

VIK 
Recommended 

2028/29 

Additional 
Conditions 

Australian 
Indigenous 
Minority 
Supplier 
Office 
Limited 

Supply 
Nation - 
Indigenous 
Business 
Trade Fair 

A national 
Indigenous 
business trade fair 
in the inner city 
showcasing 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander owned 
businesses, 
connecting 
suppliers with 
corporate and 
government buyers 
to strengthen 
Indigenous 
procurement, 
economic 
participation and 
entrepreneurship. 

$50,000 
 

Nil $35,000 

 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 
budget 

CBD Sydney 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
Limited 

Raise The 
Bar, Growing 
Women-led 
Businesses, 
Making 
EXPO'27 
Even Bigger 

A series of business 
capability events in 
the inner city 
supporting diverse 
and women‑led 
businesses through 
benchmarking, skills 
development, 
networking and a 
major expo to 
strengthen growth, 
collaboration and 
economic 
resilience. 

$41,260 
 

Nil $23,000 

 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 
budget 
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Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project Description 

Cash 
Requested VIK 

Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

2026/27 

VIK 
Recommended 

2026/27 

Cash 
Recommended 

2027/28 

VIK 
Recommended 

2027/28 

Cash 
Recommended 

2028/29 

VIK 
Recommended 

2028/29 

Additional 
Conditions 

Darlinghurst 
Business 
Partnership 
Incorporated 

VESPA A business support 
project in 
Darlinghurst and 
Eastside Sydney 
delivering 
coordinated 
marketing, online 
activations, 
networking events 
and wayfinding 
guides to promote 
local businesses 
and strengthen 
precinct vibrancy. 

$50,000 
 

Nil $15,000 
 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 

budget and 
project plan 

Hollywood 
Quarter 
Incorporated 

Hollywood 
Quarter 

A precinct‑wide 
business 
collaboration 
program in the inner 
city supporting local 
businesses through 
shared marketing, 
activations and 
networking, 
strengthening the 
night‑time economy, 
sustainability and 
cultural 
experiences. 

$45,700 
 

Nil $15,000 
 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 

budget and 
project plan 

Newtown 
Enmore 
Precinct 
(NEP) Inc 

TOWNMAG 
and The 
Map: 
Sustaining 
Newtown-
Enmore’s 
Proven 
Precinct 
Promotion 
Strategy 

A program based in 
Newtown producing 
a precinct magazine 
and map to support 
local businesses, 
enhance 
wayfinding, boost 
the night‑time 
economy and 
celebrate 
community 
diversity. 

$40,725 
(Year 1 - 
2026/27) 

 
$40,725 
(Year 2- 
2027/28) 

 
$40,725 
(Year 3 - 
2028/29) 

Nil $22,500 
 

Nil $22,500 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 
budget 
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Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project Description 

Cash 
Requested VIK 

Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

2026/27 

VIK 
Recommended 

2026/27 

Cash 
Recommended 

2027/28 

VIK 
Recommended 

2027/28 

Cash 
Recommended 

2028/29 

VIK 
Recommended 

2028/29 

Additional 
Conditions 

Paddington 
Business 
Partnership 
Incorporated 

Paddington 
2026: Multi-
Channel 
Precinct 
Activation 
and Digital 
Transformati
on 

A precinct‑wide 
revitalisation project 
in Paddington 
delivering 
wayfinding, digital 
promotion and 
skills‑based 
business 
networking to 
strengthen precinct 
identity, increase 
visitation, support 
local businesses 
and build long‑term 
economic 
resilience. 

$50,000 Nil $13,000 
 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 
budget 

Potts Point 
Village 
Incorporated 

Potts Point 
Village 

A precinct 
collaboration project 
on Macleay Street 
bringing local 
businesses together 
through networking 
and joint initiatives, 
delivering 
consumer‑facing 
marketing, PR and 
activations that 
promote the area as 
a stylish destination. 

$48,000 Nil $15,000 

 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 

budget and 
project plan 

Social 
Enterprise 
Council of 
NSW & ACT 
(SECNA) Ltd 

Sydney 
Social 
Procurement 
Supply and 
Demand 

A project in the local 
area upskilling 
social 
entrepreneurs 
through short digital 
learning and a 
procurement 
directory, improving 
capability, market 
access and 
connections with 
local business and 
government buyers. 

$48,189 
(Year 1 - 
2026/27) 

 
$37,974 
(Year 2 - 
2027/28) 

 

Nil $23,000 

 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
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Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project Description 

Cash 
Requested VIK 

Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

2026/27 

VIK 
Recommended 

2026/27 

Cash 
Recommended 

2027/28 

VIK 
Recommended 

2027/28 

Cash 
Recommended 

2028/29 

VIK 
Recommended 

2028/29 

Additional 
Conditions 

Spark 
Festival 
Limited 

Spark 
Festival 
2026-2028: 
Empowering 
Sydney’s 
Startup 
Ecosystem 

A three-year 
program of free 
startup ecosystem 
events and 
infrastructure in the 
local area, 
anchored by an 
annual flagship 
festival, connecting 
founders, investors 
and supporters' 
year‑round. 

$50,000 
(Year 1 - 
2026/27)  

 
$50,000  
(Year 2 - 
2027/28)  

 
$50,000 
(Year 3 - 
2028/29) 

Nil $30,000 
 

Nil $30,000 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

$30,000 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 

The Rainbow 
Precinct 
Incorporated 

Rainbow 
Precinct 

A precinct‑wide 
initiative in 
Darlinghurst 
strengthening 
businesses that 
support people of 
diverse sexualities 
and genders 
through networking, 
upskilling, safety 
protocols, 
coordinated 
marketing and 
advocacy, building 
a safer, thriving and 
economically 
resilient community. 

$48,000 
 
 

Nil $36,000 
 

Nil Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 
 

Nil 
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Attachment B 

Not Recommended for Funding  

Business Sector Support Grant Program 

Summer Round 2026/27  

16



 

Business Sector Support Grant Program – Summer Round 2026/27 

Not Recommended for Funding 

 

Organisation Name Project Name Project Description $ Amount Requested VIK Requested 

Aboriginal Housing Co 
Ltd 

Mungejub Promotion A cultural and community program in the local area 
delivered through Mungejub Gallery, celebrating and 
supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities through creative activities that strengthen 
cultural expression, connection and wellbeing. 

$20,000 
(Year 1 - 26/27) 

$20,000 
(Year 2 - 27/28) 

$10,000 
(Year 3 - 28/29) 

Nil  
 
 

Ausactive Limited Strength In Culture A program in the inner city to equip local businesses to 
engage diverse communities by creating culturally safe 
physical activity programs that support inclusive 
membership growth. 

$50,000 
(Year 1 - 26/27) 

$50,000 
(Year 2 - 27/28) 

$50,000 
(Year 3 - 28/29) 

Nil  

BlaQ Aboriginal 
Corporation 

BlaQ LGBTQSB+ 
Training Workshops 

A workforce education project in the local area delivering 
culturally safe workshops for businesses to build 
understanding, skills and inclusive practices that better 
support First Nations people of diverse sexualities and 
genders. 

$50,000 
(Year 1 - 26/27) 

$50,000 
(Year 2 - 27/28) 

$50,000 

(Year 3 - 28/29) 

Nil  

Charitable Giving Ltd Global Impact Summit A business capability and connection event in the inner 
city supporting charities, social enterprises and 
purpose‑led SMEs to build cross‑sector partnerships, 
strengthen sustainability and adopt digital innovation. 

$50,000 

 

 

Street banner pole hire 
fee waiver to the value 

of $4,945 
 
 

Fintech Australia Limited The Finnies Awards 2027 A national fintech awards event in the inner city 
celebrating innovation and excellence across Australia’s 
financial technology sector through an industry gala for 
businesses and leaders. 

$20,000 

 

 

Nil  

Hayes Theatre Co Ltd Production Camera and 
Recording Infrastructure 
Upgrade 

A digital infrastructure upgrade in Elizabeth Bay installing 
a distributed 4K camera, monitoring and recording 
system to improve accessibility, streamline production 
and future‑proof creative and business operations. 

$12,843 

 
 

Nil  

Medical Technology 
Association of Australia 
Limited 

MedTech Conference 
2027 

A major industry conference in the inner city delivering 
practical workshops and concurrent learning streams to 
help MedTech companies adapt to evolving regulatory, 
digital, workforce and market conditions. 

$39,000 

 
 

Nil  
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Organisation Name Project Name Project Description $ Amount Requested VIK Requested 

Medical Technology 
Association of Australia 
Limited 

RegConnect Summit 
2026 

A regulatory summit in the inner city convening 
regulators, industry and experts to share global updates 
and practical guidance, strengthening capability, 
compliance and competitiveness in Australia’s MedTech 
sector. 

$42,500 

 
 

Nil  

Medical Technology 
Association of Australia 
Limited 

NSW MedTech 
Showcase and 
Roundtable 

A  showcase and policy roundtable on Macquarie Street 
connecting local businesses with NSW policymakers to 
strengthen domestic manufacturing, government 
procurement pathways and industry capability. 

$16,500 

 
 

Nil  

New South Wales 
Justices Association 
Incorporated 

NSWJA Critical IT 
Upgrade 

An essential IT upgrade project replacing outdated 
computers affected by the end of Windows 10 support, 
ensuring secure, efficient operations through continued 
access to critical security updates. 

$10,000 

 
 

Nil  

Night Time Industries 
Association Incorporated 

Night Pulse: Advocacy 
and Action in the Night 
Time Economy 

A second‑year benchmarking project in the inner city 
using consumer surveys to provide actionable insights 
that help night‑time businesses improve offerings and 
inform industry development and government support. 

$29,000 

 
 

Nil  

Realise Business Ltd The Business Futures 
Exchange - A Future-
Ready Open Day 

A free small‑business open day in the local area building 
digital capability, innovation readiness and economic 
resilience through practical sessions, mentoring and 
inclusive support for diverse and priority communities. 

$50,000 
(Year 1 - 26/27) 

$50,000 
(Year 2 - 27/28) 

$50,000 
(Year 3 - 28/29) 

Venue hire fee waiver to 
the value of $18,054 
each year for three 

years 
 

 
 

The Co-Operative 
Federation Ltd 

Building Sydney's Co-
operative Economy 

A business support program on Pitt Street providing 
best‑practice advice and capacity‑building for new and 

existing co‑operatives, strengthening Sydney’s 

co‑operative economy through sustainable growth and 
shared ownership. 

$28,800 

 
 

Nil  

The Social Outfit 
Incorporated 

The Social Outfit: Retail 
Ready Futures Program 

A workforce pathways program in Newtown supporting 
multicultural refugee and migrant young women through 
paid retail training, skills development and mentoring, 
strengthening confidence, employability, social cohesion 
and long‑term employment outcomes. 

$50,000 

 
 

Nil  
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Attachment C 

Recommended for Funding 

Haymarket Activation Grant Program   

Summer Round 2026/27 
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Haymarket Activation Grant Program – Summer Round 2026/27 
Recommended for Funding  

Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project Description 
Cash 

Requested 
VIK 

Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

2026/27 

VIK 
Recommended 

2026/27 

Cash 
Recommended 

2027/28 

VIK 
Recommended 

2027/28 

Cash 
Recommended 

2028/29 

VIK 
Recommended 

2028/29 

Additional 
Conditions 

Haymarket 
Alliance Inc 

Chinatown 
Dumpling 
Festival 

A dumpling 
festival activating 
Chinatown and 
Haymarket with 
three large scale 
dumpling art 
installations 
created and 
produced by 
local Asian 
Australian artists, 
digital passport, 
unique 
giveaways and 
special events. 

$200,000 
 

Nil 
 

$200,000 

 

Nil 
 

Nil 
 

Nil Nil 
 

Nil 
 

Applicant to 
submit a 
revised 
budget. 
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Attachment D 

Not Recommended for Funding  

Haymarket Activation Grant Program 

Summer Round 2026/27  
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Haymarket Activation Grant Program- Summer Round - 2026/27 

Not Recommended for Funding 
 

Organisation Name Project Name Project Description $ Amount Requested VIK Requested 

Bespok3 Pty Ltd Asia Live 2027 A 16-day cultural activation transforming Haymarket into 
an immersive cultural corridor, enhancing visitation, 
supporting local businesses while promoting Asian 
cultural diversity and strengthening community 
engagement and economic outcomes. 

$200,000 

 
 

 Nil 
 
 

Digimed Australia Pty Ltd Mid-Autumn Moon 
Festival - Lanterns of 
Dreams 

A festival transforming Haymarket into a student-led 
lantern trail driving Dixon and little Hay St night foot traffic 
to Haymarket. 

$200,000 

 
 

 Nil 
 
 

Second Act Arts Inc. Kin: Living Shrines A roaming, multi-sensory cultural activation across 
Haymarket, inviting audiences to encounter interactive 
totems, live performers and immersive artworks. 

$200,000 

 
 

Street banner pole hire 
fee waiver to the value 

of $19,695 
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Attachment E 

Recommended for Funding 

Major Grants – Economic – 2026/27 
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Major Grants - Economic 2026/27 
 

Recommended for Funding 

 

  

Organisation 
Name 

Project Name 
Project 

Description 
Cash Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

VIK Requested 
VIK 

Recommended 
Additional 
Conditions 

Australian 
Fashion 
Council Ltd 

Australian 
Fashion Week 
2027-2031 

The premier 
global platform 
for showcasing 
Australian 
fashion to 
worldwide 
audiences, 
critical in 
sustaining 
Australia’s 
most 
recognisable 
fashion brands. 

2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 Applicant to 
provide a 
revised 
budget. $100,000 

 
$100,000 

 
Nil Nil 

2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 

$100,000 
 

$100,000 
 

Nil Nil 

2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 

 
$100,000 

 

 
$100,000 

 
Nil Nil 

2029/30 2029/30 2029/30 2029/30 

 
$100,000 

 

 
Nil 

 
Nil Nil 

2030/31 2030/31 2030/31 2030/31 

 
$100,000 

 
Nil Nil Nil 

24



 

Organisation 
Name 

Project Name 
Project 

Description 
Cash Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

VIK Requested 
VIK 

Recommended 
Additional 
Conditions 

Destination NSW Australia Day in 
Sydney 2027-
2029 

A free one-day 
event celebrating 
Australia’s 
culture, diversity 
and respect 
through a 
progressive and 
inclusive 
program 
committed to 
supporting the 
values that 
underpin our 
national day. 

2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 
Nil 

Nil Nil $47,360 $47,360 

2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 

Nil Nil $55,000 $55,000 

2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 

 
Nil 

 

 
Nil 

 
$60,000 Nil 

Applicant requested funding for 3 years only 

  25



 

 

Organisation 
Name 

Project Name Project 
Description Cash Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

VIK Requested 
VIK 

Recommended 

Additional 
Conditions 

Qtopia Ltd Qtopia Sydney 
Free Sundays 

The continuation 
of free Sunday 
admission for the 
general public to 
explore 
LGBTQIA+ 
history, culture, 
art, and 
contemporary 
issues through 
its thought-
provoking 
exhibitions in the 
heart of 
Darlinghurst. 

2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 
Nil 

$100,000 $100,000 Nil Nil 

2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 2027/28 

 
$100,000 

 
$100,000 Nil Nil 

2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 2028/29 

 
$100,000 

 

 
Nil 

 
Nil Nil 

2029/30 2029/30 2029/30 2029/30 

 
$100,000 

 
Nil Nil Nil 

2030/31 2030/31 2030/31 2030/31 

$100,000 Nil Nil Nil 
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Organisation 
Name 

Project Name 
Project 

Description 
Cash Requested 

Cash 
Recommended 

VIK Requested 
VIK 

Recommended 
Additional 
Conditions 

USM Events Pty 
Ltd 

2026 City2Surf An annual, 
community fun 
run that 
showcases and 
celebrates the 
colour, vibrancy 
and diversity of 
the city, whilst 
promoting 
healthy lifestyles 
and supporting 
local businesses 
and charities. 

2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 
Nil 

Nil Nil $43,147 $43,147 

Applicant requested funding for 1 year only 
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Attachment F 

Data Report on Outcomes of Funding 

Business Sector Support Grant 

Program – Summer Round 2026/27 
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Across all Programs in the 2026/27 Summer Round, 367 applications were assessed, with 53 grants recommended. 

This will result in over $3.5m in cash and value in kind over multiple years. 

*Data provided by recipients within grant 
application 

24 
Applications 
assessed 

10  
Grants 
recommended 
 

Over $227k  
Cash and Value In Kind 
recommended for 
2026/27 

RESULTING 
IN 

 

Over $1.08m of total project 

value benefitting the City*  
 

55 people working on projects 

funded by the City  

42 volunteers engaged* 
 

Summary for Business Sector Support – Summer Round 2026/2027 
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